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Beineinu - Between Us
Rabbi Debbie Stiel
Reflections after the Orlando Shooting
As modern day Jews we live in the shadow of the Holocaust. It is in our psyche and affects our
understanding of the world. It is always there as a vivid and loud warning that nightmares can come true, and it
serves as a constant reminder of what happens when people do not speak out against the ills they see in society
and in government.
I suspect that it may be this shadow of the Holocaust as much as anything else that leads Jews in the
United States to be so engaged in political discourse and activism. When people say that one should just trust in
God that things will get better or that humans will act humanely more often than they will not, Jews today
remember what can happen when we do not legislate societal protections. So Jews in the United States tend to
be very engaged in the political process. Issues such as concern for minority rights, separation of church and
state, and social welfare reform have long been among the key political concerns of our community. Our
commitment to them grows out of a combination of the lessons we get from Jewish history and Jewish values.
Now we have a new shared horror, and it is one that we share with the rest of the United States: a growing
frequency of mass and/or active shootings. USA Today reports that since 2006 there have been more than 200
mass killings, most of these involving guns. The Washington Post (June 18, 2015) notes that “a report published
by the FBI last year, studying active shooting situations between 2000 and 2013, found that these kinds of
incidents were happening more and more recently. The first seven years of the study found an average of 6.4
active shootings per year, while the last seven years of the study found that number jumped up to 16.4 incidents
per year.”
We are a nation that is in pain from all of the killing. The majority of Americans favor greater gun
protections today and we Jews are among those pushing hard for these changes, but what legislation is best for us
remains a divisive issue in America. I invite you to visit the http://www.rac.org/gun-violence-prevention to see
the actions that the Reform movement supports, and I encourage you to share your own convictions with your
elected officials. Be active in trying to bring about change. We are so fortunate to live in a country in which we
can voice our opinions and shape policy.
How sad that we live with so many killings today. Our tradition teaches us that human life is infinitely
precious. We, as a Jewish community, must continue to come together to give each other comfort and solace
through these rough times. While, as I said, certain issues are particularly important to us, we are also a diverse
community who have always held a variety of opinions on important issues – all the way back to the
majority/minority opinions given in the Talmud. Unlike certain religious groups today, we do not ask people to
swear allegiance to a political perspective. We do not have to be of one opinion on how best to handle gun violence
(or any other concern) to stay together as a community who shares concern for one another.
May God who makes peace in the heavens help us to find peace here on earth, and may we do our part to
help make our country more peaceful and safe. – Ken yehi ratzon.
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Women’s Night Out
Dinner!
We have had a great response
to our new monthly dinners.
We will meet on Thursday,
July 28 at 6:00 pm at Blind
Tiger, 417 SW 37th St.

Men’s Dinner Club
The Temple Beth Sholom Men’s
Dinner Club will NOT meet in
June, July and August. For more
information, please contact Alan
Parker.

Oneg Sponsors
Thank you to everyone who has
volunteered to host onegs. We
are looking for host for the
following dates: August 5 and
26. Please check times of
services in the monthly bulletin
and weekly email. Please
remember, for those of you who
cannot host an oneg, you may
donate any amount to our Oneg
Fund. We will use your donation
to purchase items for an oneg
and a volunteer will set up the
oneg for you. This has come in
very handy a few times already
when we did not have an oneg
host. Your donation can be
acknowledged or anonymous,
whatever you wish. Contact
Molly Wisman if you have
questions.

Yahrzeits
July 1 – Stuart McKinnon, S.
Sidney Kaufman, David Cohen,
Phyllis Levine
July 8 – Hannah Black, Belle
Nathanson
Check,
Sarah
Galitzki, Dorothy Hoffman,
Odes Haas Stein, Harold Sachs,
David Mudrick, Toba Silver,
Kenneth Kahn
July 15 – Clyde Marshall, Harry
Isaacs, Abe Samuels, Stephan
Posner, Irene Richter
July 22 – Luba Levin, Rae
Baum, Rose Facher, Joseph
Facher, Harold Grodberg, Ann
Manson, Natalie Dworsky,
Sylvia Schwartz
July 29 – Joseph Sessel, Joe
Stein,
Melvyn
Beiman,
Charlotte Edelman, Min Verbin,
Betty Gartner, Odessa Homel,
Mamie Baum

Erev Shabbat Worship in July
Friday, July 1 at 7:30 pm
Frayna Scrinopskie and Warren Sickel will lead this Shabbat service.
Friday, July 8 at 7:00 pm (early time) Simchat Shabbat Family Service
 An upbeat, family-friendly one hour service.
 Rabbi Stiel will share a story.
 July birthday and anniversary blessings given

Friday, July 15 at 7:30 pm
Sophie Thayer will chant Torah. Rabbi Stiel will lead the service.
.

Friday, July 22 at 7:30 pm - Joint LJCC and TBS service in Topeka
 Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation (LJCC) comes to our sanctuary.


Warren Sickel, Rhoda Wisman, Steve Hurst and Susan Elkins (president of the LJCC)
will join in leading the singing.



Susan Elkins will speak on “The Reality of Jewish Prague is in What You Don’t See,”
based on insights from her recent trip to Prague.

 Come enjoy this opportunity to meet the Lawrence Jewish Community!
Note: This service had been scheduled to take place at the LJCC, but their social hall is
under construction.
Friday, July 29 at 7:30 pm – Does the Soul Survive?
During the service in place of a sermon or D’var Torah, Lorne Ruby will
give a brief talk about the very thought-provoking book Does the Soul Survive?
by Rabbi Elie Spitz.
“With a blend of candor, personal questioning, and sharp-eyed scholarship,
Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz relates his own observations and the firsthand accounts
shared with him by others, experiences that helped propel his journey from
skeptic to believer that there is life after life.” - Jewish Lights

During a Shabbat Service:
While a service is in progress, please use “quiet” voices when in the kitchen or social hall. Loud
conversations are distracting for congregants during the service.

Inserting Our Own Creative Voices in the Text: Writing Midrashim Class
Sunday, July 10, 10:00 – 11:30 am
A very exciting idea was suggested by Rabbi Stiel to help celebrate and specially mark services on the eve of
August 19. The idea is to invite those interested to meet to study part of the August 19 weekly Torah portion
(Vaetchanan; Deuteronomy 3:23 - 7:11), be guided in writing our own midrash and then for us to share these in
some fashion during the service on August 19.
As most of you are probably aware, a midrash is a creative "take"....a between the lines commentary....on a
story, or fact, or words that appear in the Torah. It allows us to creatively imagine what might have been
occurring "behind the scenes," so to speak. An example that has always touched my heart is the story of God's
sadness over the necessity of drowning the men and horses of the Egyptian Army in the Red Sea, so that Moses
and Israel could escape them and slavery, and go on to Sinai and to their destiny. A midrash need not be long
and complex.
Rabbi Stiel will share some midrashim on this portion and help us think about some of its the themes at 10:00
am on Sunday, July 10. There will then be time for some writing and sharing. There is no commitment demanded
in terms of actually writing a midrash as a condition for learning how to do so in this class.
Please give this your strong consideration and join us at 10:00 am on July 10! How wonderfully creative....and
personally engaging with Torah....it would be were some of us offer the promptings of our minds and heart in
this manner at that special service! What a tribute this would be to Debbie as we celebrate our 10-year
Anniversary together! Please RSVP to the Temple office for this class so we will know how many to expect.
Lorne Ruby
**********************************************************************************************************************************

Movie Night!
Saturday, July 16, 7:30 pm
The Forgotten Refugees
2005 · 49 min · Documentary
The Forgotten Refugees is a 2005 documentary film directed by Michael
Grynzspan that recounts the history of Jewish communities of the Middle East and
North Africa and their demise in the face of persecutions following the creation of
the modern State of Israel in 1948. It documents the mass emigration of 1 million
Jews from Middle East and North Africa. The Forgotten Refugees won the "Best
Documentary Film" at the 2007 Marbella Film Festival.
Havdalah and dessert will be included!
Child sitter Option: Please let the office know if you would like a child sitter
hired for this evening. Cost would be $5/family.

Mazal Tov!!
-

Max and Abby Briman on their marriage on May 22.
Grandparents, Harold and Ronda Youngentob and parents, Kara Youngentob and Jeff Alexander on
the naming of Isla Rain Alexander.
Grandparents, Alan and Marilyn Parker and parents, Sean and Hayley Magee on the naming of Max
Stephen Magee.
Kim Sixkiller for her appointment to vice president of leadership in the Junior League of Topeka.

Temple Book Club - Sunday, August 28, 3:00 pm
A Tale of Love and Darkness, a memoir by prominent Israeli writer, Amos Oz, parallels
stories of his youth and of Israel’s birth and early years. It is the story of a boy growing
up in war-torn Jerusalem, the story of an adolescent whose life is changed forever by
the suicide of his mother, the story of a young man who leaves his community to join a
kibbutz, become a writer and an active participant in the political life of a nation. The
book consists of a series of concentric circles. Events are sometimes retold, each time
at a closer range. As the circles get ever smaller and closer to the core of his life, Oz
opens up his long-held memories and allows his reader to share his triumph over them.

COMING in July ……Your letter about the annual Memorial Book!
Memorial Book
Yom Kippur
5776-2016
Temple Beth Sholom
Topeka, Kansas

This is your opportunity to
memorialize deceased
relatives or friends in the
booklet published by our
congregation and distributed
at the Yom Kippur Memorial
Service.

Silverbackks presents:
SILVER SUPPER FREE MEALS: for all children, up
through age 18.

IN MEMORIAM
The Temple Beth Sholom family extends
condolences to:
To Katie and Andrew Moore on the
death of their mother and Temple
member, Wendy Moore.
To Kim Sixkiller and her family on the
death of Kim’s grandfather, Joseph
McGraw.
Zichronam livracha – May their
memory be a blessing.

Monday through Thursday, year round.
Garfield Community Center, 1600 NE Quincy St, Meal
served at 5:30 pm
Central Park Community Center, 1534 SW Clay St, Meal
served at 5:30 pm
Hillcrest Community Center, 1800 SW 21st St, Meal served
at 6:00 pm.

Temple Finances:
For the year 2015-2016, Temple overall expenses
comes out to approximately $2,254.24 per member
unit. A member unit is a family or couple or a single
person. Please consider donating to cover our
expenses in the coming year.

June 8, 2016 Annual Meeting Highlights


The Board presented special recognition awards to Irv Rosen, for his many years of dedicated service to
the Temple, Len Richter, for his tireless work as Chairman of the Temple’s Security Committee – and for
his remarkable work integrating local law enforcement into the Committee – and Barbara Schwartz,
who has worked indefatigably as our Jewish Federation Committee Treasurer, helped prepare our
Memorial Book, and so much more.



Outgoing Board President Jerry Frieman remarked that demographics and financial resources will be
the Temple’s most important concerns in the future.



The Board and congregation bid a fond farewell to Board member Susan Zuber-Chall, who leaves the
Board to become a regular congregant after many, many years of service



The congregation approved the nominations – and elected to office – new Board leadership, including
the addition of Patty Kahn to serve out the remainder of Alan Parker’s term of office as Alan is our new
Board Vice President.

Top: Swearing in officers at Annual Meeting.
Top Right: Jerry Frieman and Barbara Schwartz.
Bottom: Irv Rosen
Bottom right: Jerry Frieman and Len Richter.

Securing our Future–The Maimonides Rabbinic Fund
Temple Beth Sholom has had a full-time rabbi since its founding in 1928, and we are indeed fortunate to have
Rabbi Stiel serving as our rabbi for the past 10 years. At our 2013 Annual Meeting, those present voted to establish
the Maimonides Rabbinic Fund with an assessment of a minimum of $5/month ($60/per year) on each family in
our congregation to provide funding to assure we will continue to have a full-time rabbi. In 2017 we will begin
negotiations for a new contract with Rabbi Stiel.
The monies in this fund are maintained separately from other Temple funds; they are not part of our annual budget,
and they will only be used to help us offer Rabbi Stiel a new contract or to fund the search for her replacement
should it come to that.
This is the only assessment we have. It is separate from our dues. If you have not done so this year, please send
your contribution marked for the Maimonides Rabbinic Fund to the office or include it along with your monthly,
quarterly, or annual dues. Contact the Temple Office if you are not sure. To continue to have a full-time rabbi and
to insure the future of our congregation, it is vitally important that we all respond to this assessment.

While you're out at garage sales, please be on the lookout for reasonably priced baskets
(medium to large size) for next year's Silent Auction (similar to the ones we used this year). We
ran out of good sizes this year, and need everyone's help in restoring our stock of baskets. Thank
you!
Day of Discovery – Explore the Joy of
Jewish Learning in Kansas City
Date:
Sunday, August 28, 2016
Time:
8:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Location: Jewish Community Campus, 5801 W.
115th St., Overland Park, KS
Contact: Annette Fish, Administrator/Program
Director, Rabbinical Association of
Greater Kansas City, 913-327-4622,
afprogram@aol.com
Event:

Thank you to Terry Richter for purchasing new hand
towels for the Temple kitchen.
Thank you to Diana Siegel for her donation to Temple
of the mosaic by renowned artist David Holleman.
Thank you to Steve Blum for his help with our sound
equipment.
From the Bat Mitzvah.

Thank you to Irv Cohen for his rewiring and installation
of security equipment.

UPDATE ON CAMPAIGN TO COUNTER HATE
As you are aware, the Congregation decides at our Annual Meeting every year whether or not to
continue the Campaign through the ensuing year and, if so, whom the beneficiary(ies) will be. The only
parameter is that the beneficiary(ies) be a population against whom Westboro Baptist Church directs
its invective.
Over the past 5 years we have raised an amount somewhat short of $10,000. The recipients of our
efforts have included: The Anti-Defamation League, The Topeka Aids Project (now known as Positive
Connections), The Southern Poverty Law Center, Topeka Center for Peace & Justice, The Kansas
Equality Coalition, The Jewish Community Relations Council, and The Jewish War Veterans of the
United States. As you might imagine, all have been grateful for and buoyed by our support. Our
recipients for this past year were: The Jewish War Veterans of the United States and The Kansas
Equality Coalition. For this coming year, the congregation elected to divide our proceeds between the
regional Anti-Defamation League Office in Omaha and the regional International Rescue Committee in
Wichita.
To my mind, the amount that we raise each year is secondary to the importance of each of us,
individually and together as a congregation, standing against human devaluation and for human
dignity and social justice. Contributors are free to participate at any level with which they are
comfortable....pledging between $0.05 and $1.00 (or more if desired) for every week that we are
picketed before/during Friday evening services throughout the year. If you are not currently participating
and wish to do so, please notify Lorne Ruby.
For those who have not as yet done so, please send your checks for the past year’s campaign made
out to Temple Beth Sholom to the Office with a notation that the check is in fulfillment of your pledge to
The Campaign To Counter Hate.
LEGACY SOCIETY
The Legacy Society is a group of individuals who have left property, funds or a percentage of funds to
Temple Beth Sholom endowment in their wills. This Society is open to everyone, and the only requirement
is to fill out a form and let Jack Wisman know that you have mentioned Topeka Beth Sholom in your will.
Exact details of what is allocated are not required, but the will must be properly executed. The Legacy
Society will be mentioned periodically in hope that more and more members will join. Please let us know
if we can add your name to this list of individuals who have put Temple in their wills.

New Middot Study Va’ad Forming
Members of this past year’s Middot Va’ad had such wonderful
things to say about the experience at a recent Shabbat service that
we decided to offer another one. Here is more information:
Would you like the opportunity to get together monthly this next year with
a set group (Va’ad) of 8-12 people for study and thoughtful discussion on
a monthly middah (character trait)? The Va’ad experience can also include
periodic one-on-one meetings with a chevruta study partner. This is a good way to build relationships
with people at Temple and to continue your own personal Jewish education and growth in a very
meaningful way. Each Va’ad member would purchase a selected book of middot as the text.
Interested? Call Temple to sign up.

Dear Friends,
On Friday, August 19, 2016, Temple Beth Sholom will be celebrating Rabbi Debbie Stiel’s 10th
anniversary as our Rabbi.
The evening will include a dinner, a wonderful musical Friday night Shabbat service followed by an
oneg in her honor.
Congregational participation is Rabbi Stiel's passion, so 100% congregational involvement in the
evening is the best gift each of us can give her. We have an unconventional proposal: instead of
charging congregants to attend the dinner, Temple Beth Sholom Board of Directors and Friends
will sponsor the event in the hopes that you will help fulfill our goal of 100% Temple participation
by doing or helping with one (or more) of the following:
The August 19, 10th Anniversary
 Dinner set-up
Celebration honoring Debbie
 Social Hall decoration
Stiel is rapidly approaching.
 Friday night service participation:
We would like to create a video
 Reading
of pictures and tributes for Rabbi
 Write Midrash on the Torah portion (see information in this bulletin) Stiel.
 Music – with Warren Sickel and Rhoda Wisman
Alan Parker will be available to
 Blessings
video at Temple:
 Oneg (coordinated by Board member Julie Petruccelli-Treen)
 Short tribute
 Music
 Food
 Oneg clean-up
 Photographing the evening
 Videotaping the evening

Friday, July 8 during the Oneg
Or you may send your own
photos and/or video clips to Alan
Parker.

Please send in the postcard that was mailed to you or contact Jane Greene to sign up.
We look forward to a wonderful evening.
Jane Greene, Alan Parker, Lorne Ruby and Barbara Shapiro

You are cordially invited to a special Shabbat Dinner, Shabbat Service and Oneg
in celebration of the

10th Anniversary of Rabbi Debbie Stiel
at Temple Beth Sholom
Friday, August 19, 2016
Shabbat Dinner at 6:00 pm and Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm
Oneg hosted by TBS Board of Directors
Please RSVP to Temple Office
by August 5

Monthly Shabbat Morning Opportunities
TaNaKh Study – 10:30 am
Saturday, July 9
Our monthly Saturday morning TaNaKh study will start with the book of Ezekiel. This group meets in the
Norma Jean Leff Board room usually on the second Saturday of the month. Newcomers are always welcome!
Come study our sacred text with us!
Talmud Study – 9:00 am
Saturday, July 2 and 16

Kabbala Study
We are reading Ehyeh by Rabbi Art Green.
9:00 to 10:30 am
Saturday, July 9 and 23

Dillons’ Scrip Announcement!!
If you have not yet re-enrolled for 2016 for
Dillons’ scrip, please do so.
Please visit:
www.dillons.com/communityrewards, sign in
and select Temple Beth Sholom, 5-digit NPO
number is 10461.
Call the Temple Office if you have questions.
This is an easy way to raise money for the
Temple. In 2015, we received $2,604.35. Surely
we can do better than that! We need more
Temple members to enroll!
Don’t forget we have HY-VEE gift cards in
Temple office.

KIDS 4 PEACE
Peace Camp 2016
Topeka Center for Peace and Justice
First Congregational Church
17th and SW Collins
Topeka, KS 66604
July 25-29, 2016
8:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Call 785-232-4388 or visit
Topekacpj.org for more information.
For Your Information:
The oven in the Temple kitchen will be turned
off until August.

Memorial Plaques
Our Temple memorial plaques provide a
special place to honor those who have
especially touched our lives. Memorializing
the names of our loved ones expresses our
gratitude for the gift of their precious lives,
and our hope that their spirits continue to
inspire us. Our members commemorate and
honor them by making charitable gifts in
their honor and by adding plaques in their
names to the beautiful memorial boards in
the sanctuary foyer.
In accordance with Jewish tradition, we mark
the memories of these loved ones with a
light. We illuminate each plaque at the
yahrzeit, annual anniversary of death, of
each person.
The bronze plaques are $300 each. If you
would like to purchase spots on that board
(to reserve space for future need) or order a
memorial plaque, please contact the Temple
office 272-6040.
Good Torah Websites:
1. http://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online
Excellent Torah commentaries
2. http://mechon-mamre.org/
Torah in English and Hebrew
3. http://bible.ort.org/intro1.asp
Hear the Torah changed
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Sunday

3

Monday

4

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

Thursday

7

Office Closed
NO Chair Yoga
Independence
Day

10
Midrash Writing
10:00 am

11

Board
Meeting
7:00 pm

12

13

14

Bulletin
Deadline

Chair Yoga
7:00 pm

17

18

19

20

21

25
Chair Yoga
7:00 pm

31

26

27

Saturday

1

2

Shabbat
Service
7:30 pm
Frayna
Scrinopskie/
Warren Sickel

Talmud Study
9:00 am

8

9

Simchat
Shabbat
Service
7:00 pm
Rabbi Stiel/
Rhoda Wisman

Kabbala Study
Group
9:00 am
TaNaKh Study
10:30 am

15

16

Shabbat
Service
7:30 pm
Rabbi Stiel/
Rhoda
Wisman/
Paul Evans

Talmud Study
9:00 am
Movie Night
“The Forgotten
Refugees”
7:30 pm

22LJCC Joint 23
Shabbat
Service at
Temple
7:30 pm
Rabbi Stiel/
Rhoda
Wisman/
Warren Sickel/
Susan Elkins

Kabbala Study
Group
9:00 am

28

29 Shabbat

30

Women’s
Night Out at
Blind Tiger
6:00 pm

Service
7:30 pm
Rabbi Stiel/
Warren Sickel/
Paul Evans

Chair Yoga
7:00 pm

24

Friday

Rabbi Stiel will be out of the office from
June 29 to July 5.
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President – Laurie McKinnon
Vice-President – Alan Parker
Secretary – Abby Moore
Financial Secretary – Margot Brown
Treasurer – Alan Wisman
Past President – Jerry Frieman
Board members:
Dennis Dobson, Leora Forstein, Ezra
Ginzburg, Patty Kahn, Doug Meyers,
Marsha Pankewich-West, Julie PetruccelliTreen, Richard Shapiro, Howard Schwartz

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM

Worship Services
Friday, July 1
Shabbat Service - 7:30 pm
Service led by Frayna Scrinopskie and Warren
Sickel. Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Darcella
Goodman.
Friday, July 8
Simchat Shabbat Service – 7:00 pm
Service led by Rabbi Stiel and Rhoda Wisman.
Daniel and Everett Benson will accompany.
Anniversary and birthday blessings will be offered.
Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Bob Harms and Liz
Bergmann-Harms.
Friday, July 15
Shabbat Service - 7:30 pm
Service led by Rabbi Stiel, Rhoda Wisman and Paul
Evans will accompany. Torah will be chanted by
Sophie Thayer. Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Nancy
Epoch and Ron and Frayna Scrinopskie.

Friday, July 22
Joint LJCC and TBS Shabbat Service at Temple
7:30 pm
Service led by Rabbi Stiel, Rhoda Wisman, Warren
Sickel and Susan Elkins. Oneg Shabbat sponsored
by Harlan and Peggy Black.
Friday, July 29
Shabbat Service - 7:30 pm
Service led by Rabbi Stiel, Warren Sickel and Paul
Evans will accompany. Lorne Ruby will talk about
the book Does the Soul Survive? Oneg Shabbat
sponsored by Leif Dolan and Deborah EdelmanDolan.
Office Hours – Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 or by appointment
COMMUNICATION RESOURCES:
www.templebethsholomtopeka.org
Facebook: Templebethsholom-topeka
Office@tbstopeka.org
Rabbi@tbstopeka.org

