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Beineinu- Between Us 
Rabbi Debbie Stiel   

 

Purim Revisited 

 
The holiday of Purim leads us into a story.  We are commanded to annually read the book of Esther.  As 

we do so, its gripping tale takes root in our conscience.  We are swept away from Kansas and find ourselves 

instead in ancient Persia.  This is a story of high drama that begs to be made into a play. From the beginning we 

face characters with exaggerated qualities. There is the foolish, hard partying king, the wise Jew who becomes 

the king’s advisor, the wicked and dangerous courtier, and the beautiful women. Ah life at the palace! Always 

interesting! 

 But what about us? We, who live in Topeka, live down the street or up the road from our local “palace,” 

our seat of government.  We, too, live in interesting times.  Would it be too much to say that we have some 

interesting characters of our own in local and national government today?!  Perhaps the writer of Ecclesiastes was 

right to teach – ain chadash tachat hashamash- there is nothing new under the sun.   

So what does the story come to teach us in our day? Certainly it has many lessons for us from concern 

about anti-Semitism to the importance of picking wise advisors.  But I would like to focus on one message that it 

brings into sharp relief for us.  At the height of the story Esther finds herself in a tough spot.  On the one hand, 

she knows that she must not appear before the king unless she is called by him.  On the other hand, Mordechai 

her guardian has told her that she cannot remain silent; she must go talk to the king and tell him that she is Jewish.   

Wendy Amsellem, an Orthodox Jewish feminist and contemporary scholar, notes “this is a moment of 

crisis for Esther. She is caught between conflicting obedience to her foster father and husband. …In this moment 

of fate …she takes matters into her own hands and stands up to both sources of authority.  Esther assumes control 

of Moredechai’s plan, changing and amending as she sees fit….she will throw a series of parties.” 

Esther changes from obedient, servile young woman to a strong individual who thinks for herself about 

how best to move forward courageously and smartly.  This it seems to me is an important aspect of maturing. 

Besides that though, if we want to help this world to be a better place – we must be willing to speak out in political 

advocacy - wisely and courageously.  It is a vital necessity in today’s world. 

The Kotzker Rebbe once asked an honored visitor: “Why was humankind created? Why are we humans 

here on earth?”  The visitor replied, “Each person is created to work on their spirit, to repair their soul.” “No” 

railed the Kotzker.  “That is selfish idolatry. That’s not why God put us here on this earth. We are created to keep 

the heavens aloft.”  On this Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin writes, “our lives, the Kotzker teaches us, are not about 

ourselves alone. We must engage in the struggles and injustices of the world.  We keep the heavens aloft by our 

deeds of caring and goodness. Esther grew to realize this, to see that the world around her would collapse if she 

did not do her part to hold it up.” 

As we celebrate Purim this year, may we be reminded that now is our time to speak out on the important 

issues of our day (both local and national) and thus to do our part (as best we can discern it) to hold the heavens 

aloft.  The world needs our voices and our advocacy.    

  



 

 

 

Contributions 
General Fund 

Einstein’s 

Mark and Mary Greenberg 

-In memory of Fannie 

Mandelbaum 

Susan Eyman 

-In memory of Joseph Kohn 

Joyce Shapiro and Lia 

Shapiro-Felix 

-In memory of Idella Barshop 

Jack and Rhoda Wisman 

-In memory of Fannie 

Mandelbaum 

-In memory of Irving Facher 

-In memory of Sylvia Grodberg 

-In memory of Frances 

Rosenberg 

-In memory of Nathan Einstein 

-In memory of Sam Wisman 

-In memory of Charles Einstein 

Victoriya Volkova 

Campership 

Abby Moore 

Endowment 

Margot Brown 

Tkatch Landscape Fund 

Lia Shapiro-Felix and Joyce 

Shapiro 

-In memory of Heiman Shapiro 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Danelle Harsin 

Stephanie Schuttera 

 

Paul and Melissa Hungerford 

-In honor of the marriage of 

Emily and Andrew Rubin 

-In honor of the marriage of 

Dylan and Kat Hungerford 

Ben Lange and Laurie 

McKinnon 

-In memory of Sandra 

McKinnon 

Religious School Fund  

Julie Petruccelli-Treen 

Laurie McKinnon 

David Margolies 

Liz Bergmann-Harms 

Linda Kellerman 

-In memory of Anne Belle 

Pusitz 

Ron and Frayna Scrinopskie 

-In memory of H. Irvin 

Goodman 

-In memory of Harriette 

Scrinopskie 

Music Fund 

Bob Harms and Liz 

Bergmann-Harms 

-In memory of Leopold 

Bergmann 
 

Men’s Dinner Club 
The Temple Beth Sholom Men’s 

Dinner Club will meet on 

Wednesday, March 16 at 6:30 

pm at the Lawrence 23rd St. 

Brewery, 3512 Clinton 

Parkway. For more information, 

please contact Alan Parker – 

783-2140. 

 

Women’s Chavurah 

Dinner 
The Temple Beth Sholom 

Women’s Chavurah Dinner will 

meet on Thursday, March 31 at 

6:00 pm at Asian Café on Gage 

and 21st. For more information, 

please contact Liz Bergmann-

Harms – 785-478-9672. 

Yahrzeits 
March 4 – Heiman 

Shapiro, Lewis Cohen, 

Harry Endlich, Cyrus B. Cohen, 

Louis Pozez, Jerry Katz, Joy 

Cumonow, Jacob Stein, Sam 

Zlotky, Vivian Wallach, Ron 

Weinsaft, Shelby James 

Edwards 

March 11 – Herbert Stein, Bert 

Marks, Estella Barnum, 

Emanuel Verbin, Herbert Levy, 

June Shapiro, Frieda Silverberg 

March 18 – Betty Nightingale, 

David Bristol, Blanche Samuels, 

Isador Katz, Pauline Hunter, 

Esther King, Berniece Sessel, 

Sally Gartner 

March 25 – Chaye Sarah 

Hurwitz, Phyllis Stein, Estelle 

Dolgoff, Leah Kartman, 

William Garfield, Kathryn 

Nowick, Doris Thayer, Henry 

Gartner, Bernard Steindler, Al 

Finston 
 

Oneg Sponsors 
Thank you to everyone who 

have volunteered to host onegs 

for the next year. We are looking 

for host for the following dates: 

May 13 and 27, June 3, 10, 17 

and 24 and July 8, 15 and 22. 

Please check times of services in 

the monthly bulletin and weekly 

email. Please remember, for 

those of you who cannot host an 

oneg, you may donate any 

amount to our Oneg Fund. We 

will use your donation to 

purchase items for an oneg and a 

volunteer will set up the oneg for 

you. Your donation can be 

acknowledged or anonymous, 

whatever you wish. Contact 

Molly Wisman at 

wismans@aol.com or 478-9252 

if you have questions.

Wise Aging Group  

 

Light gives of itself freely, 

filling all available space.  It 

does not seek anything in 

return; it asks not whether 

you are friend or foe.  It 

gives of itself and is not 

thereby diminished.   

  

Rabbi Michael Strassfeld 

 



 

 

 

 
Social Action Shabbat on Refugee Resettlement Today - Friday, March 4 at 7:30 pm  
 

    Executive Director, Jennifer Doran, of the Wichita office of the International 

Rescue Committee (IRC) will speak about refugee resettlement in the United States.  

To date, the IRC has resettled a diverse refugee population in Wichita, including 

Afghan, Eritrean, Congolese, Iraqi, Sudanese and Somali. The office expects to 

welcome its first families from Syria soon.  

    The IRC was founded in 1933 at the request of Albert Einstein.  It delivers 

lifesaving care to people fleeing conflict and natural disaster. The IRC has been involved with Syrian 

refugee resettlement in the United States.  Across 40 countries and in 26 U.S. cities, it is helping to restore 

safety and dignity to millions forced to flee from war, persecution and natural disaster. 

   Members of the Social Action committee will participate in Shabbat service. 
 

Friday, March 11 at 7:00 pm (early time) Simchat Shabbat Family Service 
 

    An upbeat, family-friendly one hour service.   

    Sophie Thayer will chant part of the weekly Torah portion. 

    March birthday and anniversary blessings will be offered. 
  

 

Friday, March 18 at 7:30pm – Our Annual Return to the Union Prayer Book 
The Union Prayer Book was the main prayer book of Reform Judaism from 1895 to 1975. This siddur 

underwent several major revisions during its 80 year run, but it retained its exalted language and classical 

Reform Jewish perspective.  In 1975 the Central Conference of Reform Rabbis came out with a newer 

prayer book, The Gates of Prayer, which our congregation and most others switched to. Still, from time, 

to time it is nice to hear the language of the old prayer book. Lorne Ruby will also read Torah. 
 

Purim Shabbat! Friday, March 25 at 7:30 pm     
   We embrace the full joy and silliness of Purim.  Enjoy with us!    
   This is a celebration for all ages!   

   Sophie Thayer will chant a selection from Megillat Esther. 

   Our 4
th

-7
th

 graders will participate and share a Purim Shpiel. 

   Dress up!  Join us for hamentashen, graggars and Purim fun! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erev Shabbat Worship in March 
 

A Note to Parents: 

We love to have children attend Shabbat worship services.  In fact, we strongly encourage our school age 

children to come so that they may get into the habit of praying and learn the Shabbat service and music.  Plus, 

it is beautiful for families to be together on Shabbat.   
  

We recognize that it can be a challenge for young children to sit quietly for an hour or more.  You may want 

to bring books, crayons and a coloring book, or a stuffed animal to help occupy them.  We also have some 

books and children’s items in boxes in the coat area in the foyer; kids are welcome to play with these. Electronic 

games do not belong in the sanctuary.   
 

If children become noisy, please take them out of the sanctuary so others can continue to pray.  You are 

welcome to go downstairs with them into the child care room (just please tidy it up before you leave). Thanks 

for being here. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious School Purim Day-  Sunday, March 27 
 

 Hebrew School 9:30-10:30am 

 

 Family Education and Activities – 10:30-12:00 

Parents -please join your kids for this morning of learning and fun. 

Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation will join us. We will make 

Mishloach manot (Purim gifts) and reflect on the lessons of Purim. We will 

enjoy a Purim Shpiel and Purim songs.  Wear costumes!!   
 

 Carnival  12:00 – 1:30 pm  
Face painting, cake walk, bean bag toss, piñata, lollipop tree, Haman sponge 

toss, duck pond and more!!Game tickets are $.25.   

Some games require more than one ticket. 

Lunch: pizza or hot dog, drink, chips and a hamentasch for $5.  

This carnival is a fundraiser for ToMaTY. 

**Religious School families please bring a cake for the cake walk.  

Please invite friends for the carnival. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Next Book Club Book and Date 
In the Courtyard of the Kabbalist by Ruchama King Feuerman, Sunday, May 15 at 3:00 pm.  

     
A middle-aged former Lower East Side haberdasher moves to Israel where he 

becomes, much to his own surprise, the assistant to a famous old rabbi who daily 

dispenses wisdom (and soup) to the collection of seekers gathered in his courtyard. 

There he meets a young American woman. Into both of their lives comes a Muslim.  

    Contrasting religious and political portraits of Mustafa, a lonely 55-year old Muslim 

who works on the Temple Mount, and Isaac, a 43-year old Orthodox Jew who has 

emigrated to Israel, both middle-aged, unmarried misfits working at sacred jobs under 

a religious leader, the author creates a compelling connection between two small 

individuals living on opposite sides of the divide, each valued for uniqueness as a 

human being. 

    The Kabbalist’s Courtyard serves as a microcosm of Jewish communal life as 

various individuals in need arrive seeking help or miracles from Rebbe Yehuda, a 

kabbalist described as having a gift for analyzing difficulties of the soul. (Available on 

the internet for less than $5.00) 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_FRwjFLdcA6vCM&tbnid=7K7XBgqQpnuWQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clarion-call.org/yeshua/feasts/purim/lots.htm&ei=rJv6UoCRB4jt2wWz14GQAg&bvm=bv.61190604,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNENUSFzo5U89wOdCIvUTwm80s7TwA&ust=1392241830044062
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Jerry’s Article 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will need something to fill rest of page. 
More Photos? Memorial Plaques?   



 

 

 

New Kabbala Study Group Starting! 
When: 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month (starting February 27), 9:00 am-10:30 am 
Where: Temple Board Room 
Study Texts:  Art Green’s Ehyeh: A Kabbalah for Tomorrow followed by Daniel Matt’s Essential 
Judaism 
Description: This will be a lay-led introductory look at Jewish mysticism 
(kabbala).  We will learn about kabbala and also grapple with the question: 
what are its lessons for us as liberal, modern people? Everyone is welcome.  
There is no cost for the class.  
If interested: Please buy Ehyeh, and read through Chapter 2 for the March 12 
meeting. 

  
The Jewish History Class led 

by Jerry Frieman meets 

twice a month on Sundays.  

They are currently studying 

Simon Schama’s The Story 

of the Jews: 1000BC to 1492 

AD. 

Please check the Temple 

calendar for the next class 

date.  

Join the Temple Beth Sholom Religious School for their first annual Religious 
School Fun Run/Walk Fundraiser! 

SUNDAY MORNING, May 8, 2016 at the Temple Beth Sholom Parking Lot 
 
Participants will walk or run their way around the parking lot while they encounter some fun 
obstacles along the way!  Pledge a participant to support their participation. 
 
All proceeds go to the TBS Religious School! 
 
Want to participate?  See Julie Petruccelli-Treen or email her at petruccellitreen.jl@gmail.com for 
a pledge flyer.  Open to all Temple members and friends! 
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Temple Beth Sholom 

51th Annual Jewish Food and Cultural Fair 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 
 

Cooking Dates 
Knish Cooking on Sunday, March 6, 9:00 am  Blintze Cooking on Sunday, March 20, 9:00 am 

Contact Len and Terry Richter    Contact Jack Wisman or Bob Harms 
 

Bake Sale 

Start your ovens!! Start thinking about what you would like to bake or provide for the Blintze Brunch Bake Sale.  

If you have a special food item you like to prepare (or buy!), we’d love to have it.  Sugar free items and Monkey 

Bread are big sellers. Other popular items are mandelbread, small coffee cakes, home-made challah, small raisin 

kugels, banana bread and homemade cookies.  You can call Molly or e-mail her and let her know what you would 

like to bring.  Thank you all in advance. 

Silent Auction 

The Temple Blintze Brunch Committee is looking for silent auction prizes – in particular, tickets to the Royals 

and Chiefs games.  Also popular are football and basketball tickets to KU, K-State and Washburn games.  

Do you have season tickets or individual game tickets that you could donate?  Sports game tickets are always 

good sellers at the Brunch.  Please help if you can.  The Brunch is April 17 so the tickets would need to be 

available after that day.  For more information, call Jack Wisman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Invitation to Sing in the 

Blintze Brunch Choir 

 

Kol Neshamah, the Temple 

Beth Sholom choir, will be 

singing at the Temple 

Blintze Brunch.  We will 

practice on Sunday, April 3 

and 10, 2:30-4:00 pm. You 

would need to attend both 

practices. If you are 

interested in participating, 

and have had high school 

choir experience, contact 

Warren Sickel or Rhoda 

Wisman. This is a fun and 

rewarding way to connect 

with our musical heritage. 

 

From Cabbage Roll Cooking on Sunday, January 31 
Thank you to: Sherry Gibson, Carol Beaver, Adam Treen, Gary 

Fussenegger, Robin Gordon, Lindsay Moyer, Jack Wisman, Susan Zuber-

Chall, Harlan Black, Sarah Roth, and Kim Sixkiller for their help with 

cooking and rolling cabbage rolls for the 2016 Blintze Brunch.  

 

March and April Tsedakah: The Compassionate Friends 

(local chapter) 
The mission of The Compassionate Friends: When a child dies, at any age, 

the family suffers intense pain and may feel hopeless and isolated. The 

Compassionate Friends provides highly personal comfort, hope, and 

support to every family experiencing the death of a son or a daughter, a 

brother or a sister, or a grandchild. The Compassionate Friends offers 

more than 660 meeting locations around the country. In small towns and 

large cities, bereaved parents, siblings, and grandparents meet together to 

talk, listen, share, and provide each other emotional support after the 

devastating death of a child. Please visit www.compassionatefriends.org for 

more information. 
 

http://www.compassionatefriends.org/


 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Join with your Temple Family for our 

PASSOVER SEDER 
The community seder is like one large extended family.  You can sit with 

friends and enjoy a fun and meaningful seder and a tasty meal! 

 

Saturday, April  23, 2016--6:00 p.m.--Temple Social Hall 

Cost for Seder/Dinner: 

Adults                                                            $15.00 

Children 12 and under                                    $8.00      

Children under 4 no charge --Please bring your own booster seat or high chair if needed. 

Subsidies Available.        If so desired, please bring your own wine. 

 

Note: Erev Passover First Seder on Friday, April 22 are in homes.  There is no Friday Shabbat Service 

this week. Let the Temple know if you need a place to go for first seder or if can host someone. 

******************************************************************************** 

 

      Temple Beth Sholom 

2016 Annual Meeting   

 Wednesday, June 8, at 7:00 pm 
     

       -Join us for a delicious dessert reception 

            -Election of Officers and Board members 

                -Slide show of past year’s happenings 

-Approval of the budget and discussion of other Temple matters 
 

In accordance with ARTICLE XI, COMMITTEES of the Bylaws of Temple Beth Sholom, “It shall be the duty 

of this committee to submit names of nominees for the seats on the Board of Directors and all officers to the 

congregation for election.” The Nominating Committee submits the following slate for election at the annual 

meeting on Wednesday, June 8, at 7:00 pm.” 

Officers 

President – Laurie McKinnon 

Vice President – Alan Parker 

Financial Secretary – Margot Brown 

Secretary – Abby Moore 

Treasurer – Alan Wisman 

Nominated for a second term on the Board of Directors for 3 years 

Doug Meyers, Howard Schwartz, Richard Shapiro 

Patty Kahn (1-year term to complete Alan Parker’s term) 

 

The Bylaws also state, “The names of the nominees shall be announced in the Temple Bulletin six weeks prior 

to the annual meeting. This committee shall accept nominations by the congregation at large submitted in 

writing up to three weeks prior to the Annual Meeting. Nominations after this deadline are not allowed.” 

Respectfully submitted, Susan Zuber-Chall, Rhoda Wisman, Patty Kahn and Julie Petruccelli-Treen – 

Nominating Committee. 



 

 

 

Dr. Jeff Levin, Scholar-In- Residence 
Friday April 1, Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm  

Saturday, April 2, “How to Love God” Lecture, Havdalah and Reception at 7:00 pm  

 

We are thrilled to welcome back Dr. Jeff Levin, a former Temple Beth Sholom 

member.  On Friday evening, Jeff will share a D’var Torah on the weekly Torah portion.  

Saturday evening, Dr. Levin will speak about his recent book Upon These Three 

Things:  Jewish Perspectives on Loving God. In this book, Dr. Jeff Levin summarizes 

what normative Judaism says about what it means to love God, how we go about doing so, 

and how this affects our lives and our world. The evening will include Havdalah and an opportunity to catch up 

with Jeff.  There will be wine, sweets, fruit, cheese and crackers to enjoy as well.  Jeff’s visit is sponsored by the 

Adult Education committee and the Temple’s Endlich fund. 

D.r Levin is a Baylor professor whose research and writing beginning in the 1980’s pioneered the study 

of religion, spirituality, and health. He is an internationally known writer, a biomedical scientist, and religious 

scholar.  His research and writing for over 30 years have been instrumental in broadening the perspectives of 

social scientists, physicians, and public health professionals about the connections among body, mind, and spirit. 

An epidemiologist, by training, Dr. Levin holds a distinguished chair at Baylor University, where he is University 

Professor of Epidemiology and Population Health, Professor of Medical Humanities, and Director of the Program 

on Religion and Population Health, at the Institute for Studies of Religion.  He also serves as Adjunct Professor 

of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Duke University School of Medicine. 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Monday, May 2, 2016, 1:00 pm 
Kansas State Historical Museum 

6425 SW 6th Street, Topeka 
        

Theme: “Survival and Remembrance” 

Keynote Speaker: Nancy Geise, Author of Auschwitz 

#34027 – The Joe Rubenstein Story 
 



 

 

 

LEGACY SOCIETY 

The Legacy Society is a group of individuals who have left property, funds or a percentage of funds to the 

Temple Beth Sholom endowment in their wills. This Society is open to everyone, and the only requirement is to 

fill out a form and let Jack Wisman know that you have mentioned Temple Beth Sholom in your will. Exact 

details of what is allocated are not required, but the will must be properly executed. The Legacy Society will be 

mentioned periodically with the hope that more and more members will join. Please let us know if we can add 

your name to this list of individuals who have put Temple in their wills. 

 

Anonymous 

Harlan and Peggy Black 

Dale (deceased) and Joan Briman 

Steve and Derie Briman 

Cyrus A. Cohen (deceased) 

Harry and Roselle Endlich (deceased) 

Russ and Jane Greene 

Mark and Mary Greenberg 

Allen and Gail Gutovitz 

Peter Haxton and Robin Kempf 

David Levit (deceased) 

Ruthann and Louis (deceased) Pozez 

Shaol and Evie Pozez (deceased) 

Edward Robinson (deceased) 

Lorne and Marie Ruby 

Irv Sheffel (deceased) 

Howard and Elaine Schwartz 

E. Leslie and Harriette Scrinopskie (deceased) 

Jewel and Nathanial Uhr (deceased) 

Dorothy Vehon (deceased) 

Vivian Wallach (deceased) 

Alan and Molly Wisman 

Fannie Wisman (deceased) 

Jack and Rhoda Wisman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SAVE THE DATE 

Rabbi’ Debbie Stiel’s 10 Year 

Anniversary with Temple Beth Sholom 

Special Celebratory 

SHABBAT DINNER-SERVICE-ONEG 

AUGUST 19, 2016 
Temple Beth Sholom 

 

 

OF INTEREST: 
 

Thank you to Peggy Black for her donation of 

colorful new pictures for the Temple’s Pusitz 

Library. 

 

Thank you to Deborah Edelman-Dolan for 

organizing Temple Beth Sholom’s annual blood 

drive. We had 16 donors for our Blood Drive on 

Sunday, February 14. Pictured below left is Gary 

Fussenegger donating blood.  

 

Mark Megibow, son of former members Alan and 

Judy Megibow, will perform March 10 at the 

Douglas P. Goheen Theater, Topeka West High 

School as a member of the all-vocal, acappella rock 

band called Face. Tickets are $25 for adults or $15 

for students on sale at the door or in advance at 

Lazio’s Coffee Bar and Roasterie. 

 

Laura Silverberg no longer has a land line. Her 

cell phone number is 785-633-2401. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

The Temple Beth Sholom family extends 

condolences to: the family of former member, Mary 

Waxse, who died January 17 at Brewster Place. 

Zichrona livracha – May her memory be a 

blessing. 

 



 

 

 

 
  

The Mitzvah Committee (above photo) had a great turnout for its luncheon meeting on Sunday, February 14. 
The food was tasty and healthy. The Rabbi shared "Pastoral Insights from the Bible: Listening and Responding 
to Another's Distress". Members introduced themselves, functions of the committee were discussed, and new 
ideas were proposed. The luncheon was hosted by Barbara Shapiro, Rabbi Debbie Stiel, and Rhoda Wisman. 
It was a lovely afternoon getting some face-to-face time with other committee members.  
 

Left:  Alan Haimowitz teaching 

8th grade class about the 

Holocaust. 

 

Below left:  ToMaTY members 

and sponsors rehearsing for 

Shabbat Service. 

 

Below: ToMaTY members 

baking cookies at their annual 

lock-in.  

Recent Temple Beth Sholom’s Events 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dillons’ Scrip Announcement!! 
Everyone from Temple will need to Re-Enroll in the 

Community Rewards program after January 1, 2016 for the 

new year. 

Please visit www.dillons.com/communityrewards, sign in 

and select Temple Beth Sholom, 5-digit NPO number is 

10461. 
 

Call the Temple Office if you have questions. 
 

This is an easy way to raise money for the Temple. In 2015, 

we received $2,604.35. Surely we can do better than that!  

We need more Temple members to enroll! 

Don’t forget we have HY-VEE gift cards in Temple 

office. 

 
Jewish Meditation Practice 

 
Wednesday, March 30 at 7:00 pm.  
Taught this month by David Chall. 
In our practice we seek to nurture an 

awareness of the Divine along with the 

particular qualities of wisdom, holiness, 

compassion and kindness from a Jewish 

perspective.  Meditation also helps us 

cultivate a deeper understanding of the 

nature of the mind including those factors of 

mind that tend to obscure clear seeing. We 

learn different modalities such as breathing 

techniques, walking meditation, guided 

meditation, and yoga.  Each time is different 

and with a different teacher. 

Join us also on April 20 at 7:00 pm. 

 

 When sending checks to Temple, 
please mark in the memo part 
what the check is for. This helps 
us keep dues, donations, 
religious school fees, etc. 
properly recorded.  

 Separate checks are needed for 
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
and the Endowment Fund. 

 Checks for the Endowment Fund 
need to be made out to the 
Jewish Community Foundation 

 -Thank you! 

Monthly Shabbat Morning 

Opportunities 

 
Shabbat Morning Service and Torah 

Discussion 

Saturday, March 5 

10:30 am – 12:00 pm 

 

TaNaKh Study – 10:30 am 

Saturday, March 12 

Our monthly Saturday morning TaNaKh will 

continue reading the book of Ezekiel, starting 

with chapter 15. This group meets in the Norma 

Jean Leff Board room usually on the second 

Saturday of the month. Newcomers are always 

welcome! Come study our sacred text with us! 

 

Talmud Study 

9:00 to 10:30 am 

Saturday, March 5 and 19 

 

Kabbala Study  

9:00 to 10:30 am 

Saturday, March 12 and 26 

http://www.dillons.com/communityrewards


 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

1 2 

 
Hebrew  

5:30 pm 

Board 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

3 
 

 

4 Social Action 

Shabbat Service 

7:30 pm 

Rabbi Stiel/ 

Rhoda Wisman/ 

Paul Evans 

 

5 Talmud 

Study 9:00 am 

Shabbat 

Morning 

Service   

Rabbi Stiel/ 

Warren Sickel 

10:30 am 

6  Knish Cooking  

9:00 am 

Religious School and 

Adult Hebrew 9:30 am  
Religious School 

Assembly 10:30 am 

Torah Tots 10:30 am 

Basic Judaism Class  

11:30 am 

ToMaTY 12:45 pm 

BB Dancers 1:00 pm 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Yoga 

7:00 pm 

8 

   

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew  

5:30 pm 

 

10  
 

 

Bulletin 

Deadline 

 

11 

 
Simchat Shabbat 

Service 7:00 pm 

Rabbi Stiel/ 

Rhoda Wisman 

 

12  
Kabbala Study 

Group 

9:00 am 

TaNaKh 

Study 

10:30 am 

 

13  

NO Religious School or 

Adult Hebrew  

BB Dancers 1:00 pm 

14 

 

Chair Yoga 

7:00 pm  

15 

 

 

 

 

16No 

Hebrew  
Men’s Dinner 

Club 

6:30 pm 

17 

 

 

18 Union Prayer 

Book Shabbat 

Service 7:30 pm 

Rabbi Stiel/ 

Warren Sickel 

19  
Talmud Study 

9:00 am 

20  NO Religious 

School or Adult Hebrew  

Blintze Cooking 

9:00 am 

Jewish History Class 

10:30 am 

BB Dancers 1:00 pm 

Kaufman Va’ad  

1:00 pm 

Holocaust Committee 

Meeting at LJCC  

2:00 pm 

Wise Aging Group 

2:30 pm 

21 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Chair Yoga 

7:00 pm 

22 
 

 

 

 

23  

Erev Purim 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew Class 

5:30 pm  
 

24 

Purim 

25  

Purim Shabbat 

Service  

 7:30 pm 

Rabbi Stiel/ 

Warren Sickel/ 

Stephanie 

Schuttera/ 

Paul Evans/ 

2-6 grade 

classes 

 

26 
Kabbala Study 

Group 

9:00 am 

27 Temple Purim Day 

and Carnival Religious 

School and Adult 

Hebrew 9:30 am 

Torah Tots 10:30 am 

Assembly 11:30 am 

Carnival 12:00 pm 

BB Dancers 1:00 pm 

28 

 
Chair Yoga 

7:00 pm 

29 30 
Hebrew 

5:30 pm  
Jewish 

Meditation 

7:00 pm 

31 
Women’s 

Chavurah 

Dinner 

 6:00 pm 

  

March 2016 
  Sunday                 Monday             Tuesday         Wednesday        Thursday             Friday                 Saturday 



 

 

 

Temple Beth Sholom 
4200 SW Munson Ave, Topeka, KS 66604-1879  
 

The Temple Beth Sholom Bulletin 

is published by Temple Beth Sholom at 

4200 SW Munson Ave., Topeka, KS 

monthly. Material for inclusion should 

be received at Temple office NO 

LATER THAN the 8th of the month 

prior to publication 
Website – templebethsholomtopeka.org  

Rabbi – Debbie Stiel 

President – Jerry Frieman 

Vice-President – Laurie McKinnon 

Secretary – Abby Moore 

Financial Secretary – Margot Brown 

Treasurer – Alan Wisman 

Past President – Susan Zuber-Chall 

Board members: 

Dennis Dobson, Leora Forstein, Ezra 

Ginzburg, Julie Petruccelli-Treen, Doug 

Meyers, Marsha Pankewich-West, Alan 

Parker, Richard Shapiro, Howard Schwartz  

 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM 
 

Worship Services 
 

 

Friday, March 4 

Social Action Shabbat Service - 7:30 pm 

Service led by Rabbi Stiel, Rhoda Wisman and Paul 

Evans.  Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Len and Terry 

Richter.  
 

Saturday, March 5 

Shabbat Morning Service – 10:30 am 

Service led by Rabbi Stiel and Warren Sickel. 

The weekly Torah portion will be discussed.  
 

Friday, March 11 

Simchat Shabbat Service – 7:00 pm 

Service led by Rabbi Stiel and Rhoda Wisman. 

Anniversary and birthday blessings will be offered. 

Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Jared and Danelle 

Harsin. Torah will be chanted by Sophie Thayer. 
 

Friday, March 18 

Union Prayerbook Shabbat Service - 7:30 pm 

Service led by Rabbi Stiel and Warren Sickel. Oneg 

Shabbat sponsored by Alan and Marilyn Parker. 

Torah will be read by Lorne Ruby. 

 

Friday, March 25 

       Shabbat Service – 7:30 pm 

Service led by Rabbi Stiel, Warren Sickel, 

Stephanie Schuttera, Fourth-Seventh Grade Classes 

and  Paul Evans. Oneg Shabbat sponsored by 

parents of the fifth - seventh grade classes. 
 

 

Office Hours – Monday-Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 or by appointment 
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